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It’s the annual year-end link clearance. You’ve waited a whole year for this. It probably wasn’t
worth it.

* No time to die: An in-depth analysis of James Bond’s exposure to infectious agents. An
academic study of the sources of potential infection in the missions of secret agent
James Bond, and his general disregard for protective measures against them.

“Scrutinizing these missions involved ~3113 min of evening hours per author that could
easily have been spent on more pressing societal issues.” And in the credit statement:
“All listed authors... agree that there is no intellectual content whatsoever.”

e Were James Bond’s drinks shaken because of alcohol induced tremor? An academic
study of the alcohol consumption habits of James Bond and its health consequences.

e As previously reported, final exams cause grandmother deaths to spike. In A Thorny
Problem: Student Deceptions, Professor Karen Eifler shares her solution for this

problem: She sends a condolence card to the family. If the student experienced a
genuine loss, the letter is received warmly. On the other hand, a student who is being
less than completely honest has some awkward explaining to do when their family asks
them what this card is about. Within a year, the false claims of family deaths
evaporated.

e Disney’s FastPass: A Complicated History: A thorough documentary on Disney’s
FastPass system, and how it became the monster that Disney couldn’t control.

e Non-Fungible Olive Gardens. You too can own an NFT of an Olive Garden franchise.

Well, you’ll have to look on the secondary market because the initial offering has
already sold out. But breadsticks are still unlimited and free, so you can grab one of
those.

1/3


https://devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20211231-01/?p=106067
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477893921002167
https://www.bmj.com/content/347/bmj.f7255
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20140113-01/?p=2093
https://www.facultyfocus.com/articles/effective-teaching-strategies/dealing-with-student-deceptions-what-to-do-with-death-in-the-family-excuses/
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https://nonfungibleolivegardens.com/

Violinist Ray Chen (no relation) performed the Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto with the
Seattle Symphony this year. At 0:20, he breaks a string, and the protocol for this is to
swap instruments with the concertmaster. At 0:50, he delivers replacement strings to
the musician who is performing the repairs. (I happen to have witnessed this live via
the Symphony’s streaming subscription; one of my former colleagues witnessed it in
person.) This is not the first time Chen suffered a string break on stage. It also
happened in 2017 during a performance of Prokofiev’s Second Violin Concerto. That

time, he was able to swap during a brief rest and not miss a beat. (In both cases, he
finished the phrase with three strings, shifting up on the A-string to compensate for the
broken E.)

Violin prodigy Midori famously broke two strings in rapid succession at age 14 in a
performance of Berstein’s Serenade.

Falsehoods people believe about drivers license IDs: They consist exclusively of
alphanumeric characters. I run into this problem regularly because the format of
drivers license IDs in the state of Washington is the first five letters of the last name,
the first initial, middle initial, birthdate, and a checksum. The catch is that if the last
name is fewer than five characters, or if you have no first or middle name, then the

fields are padded with asterisks. Those asterisks in drivers license IDs are rejected by
many online systems. This changed in 2018 when Washington changed its drivers
license ID format. But licenses are good for six years, so there will still be people
saddled with asterisks in their drivers licence IDs until 2024.

Freespin is a Commodore 1541 demo by Matthias Kramm. Unimpressed by demoscene
demos that rely on a computer system, Kramm creates a demo that runs on the
Commodore 64 floppy drive (the 1541), splicing the drive’s serial cable onto the video
cable and using the drive itself to produce audio. Watch it.

Foone takes apart the 2010 Fisher Price re-released music box record player. Prepare to
be shocked and disappointed in Fisher Price.

Fisher Price has released an updated version of their classic Chatter Telephone™:
Chatter Telephone™ with Bluetooth®). (Warning: Annoying pop-up.) The advertising
copy is delightful, as is their sizzle reel. ¢c|net made a fun product review and unboxing.

Prepare to be charmed and amused by Fisher Price. (Just remember to treat it as an
unsecured Bluetooth endpoint.)

SizeBench is a tool to help understand and reduce the size of your binaries. It started
out as a Microsoft internal tool, but it’s public now, so have at it! SizeBench was one of
the tools used to make C++ exception handling smaller on x64.

Why is WBEMTest so hideously ugly and unusable? Because it was an internal test tool
that was never intended to ship in the first place!

This Outfit of the Day photo features one of the jackets I donated to the Microsoft
Archives. It made a brief appearance at around time code 15:40 in the old tour of the
Microsoft Archives.
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e Debugging memory corruption: Who is writing a ‘2’ into my stack? Spoiler: When I
got to the punch line, I thought, “What a blatant error! Who could possibly have
thought this was a good idea?” When you transfer control across stack frames, all the
frames in between need to be in on the joke. The lesson also needs to be strengthened:
Do not throw exceptions out of asynchronous procedures if you're inside a system call!
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