Virtual desktops are a window management feature, not a
performance feature
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I noted some time ago that virtual desktops are a window management feature, not a security
feature.

It’s also not a performance feature.

Switching away from a virtual desktop does not do anything to the programs running on that
virtual desktop. They take up as much CPU, RAM, and other resources as they normally
would if they were switched away from by other means.

Organizing windows into virtual desktops tells the system which windows you would like to
see together, and which you would like to be hidden automatically. Programs running on
non-current virtual desktops still run as they did before.

You just can’t see them.

Virtual desktops give you a way to organize your work, to remove distractions, and to switch
between contexts. They are strictly organizational tools. Aside from being removed from
view, the programs continue to run normally. And unless the program has been updated to
understand virtual desktops and cloaking, the programs won’t even realize that they’ve been
hidden from the user.

Raymond Chen

Follow

1/1


https://devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20200421-00/?p=103689
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20180501-00/?p=98645
https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/windows/win32/api/shobjidl_core/nn-shobjidl_core-ivirtualdesktopmanager
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20200302-00/?p=103507
https://devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/author/oldnewthing

