Urban and suburban camouflage
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When you have a city, you also need infrastructure, but the buildings for that infrastructure
tend to be ugly, so you now have the need to camouflage your infrastructure as something
inoffensive. And not just utilities need camouflage. An oil company might need to disguise a
well.

e Near Raleigh, a water pump station is disguised as a single-family home.

e A house in London is just a facade to disguise a ventilation shaft for the underground
line.

¢ The same for a house in Paris.

e In Brooklyn, a house is a ventilation shaft and emergency exit.

e Many houses in the Toronto area are electrical substations. More pictures.

* You can disguise an oil well as a synagogue. (Search for “the bus arrives at the Genessee
well site”.) Another page.

e Oryou can disguise your oil wells as luxury hotels.

e Or an office building (photo 18), or a who-knows-what (photos 16 and 17).

* You don’t even need to blend in. You can disguise your electrical substation as
something dramatic and imposing yet ambiguous.

A tunnel ventilation shaft that is dramatically imposing yet ambiguous. Another.

e There is an entire industry devoted to disguising cell phone towers. Some companies
rent space in church steeples or any other tall structure. Or you can construct a fake
tree, a fake water tower, or any number of other fake things.

e But people are so used to seeing cell phone towers that there is a secondary industry of
disguising other things as cell phone towers.

1/2


https://devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20170704-00/?p=96525
http://wunc.org/post/video-house-wade-avenue-nearing-one-million-views-breaks-wunc-records
http://www.urban75.org/blog/the-fake-houses-at-23-and-24-leinster-gardens-bayswater-london-w2/
http://weburbanist.com/2013/04/29/buildings-that-dont-exist-fake-facades-hide-infrastructure/
http://bldgblog.blogspot.com/2011/12/brooklyn-vent.html
http://bldgblog.blogspot.com/2006/06/transformer-houses.html
http://weburbanist.com/2012/02/05/power-houses-toronto-hydros-camouflaged-substations/
http://www.clui.org/newsletter/spring-2010/bus-tour-urban-crude
http://www.nileguide.com/destination/los-angeles/things-to-do/cardiff-tower/1617822
http://webecoist.momtastic.com/2010/03/16/fuels-paradise-thums-islands-help-big-oil-look-good/
http://www.theatlantic.com/infocus/2014/08/the-urban-oil-fields-of-los-angeles/100799/
http://www.messynessychic.com/2013/12/13/lights-on-but-nobody-home-behind-the-fake-buildings-that-power-chicago/
http://new.mta.info/news/2014/02/07/governor%E2%80%99s-island-vent-building-architectural-gem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holland_Tunnel#Designing_the_ventilation_system
http://waynesword.palomar.edu/faketree.htm
http://weburbanist.com/2010/03/26/faux-ny-towers-cleverly-concealed-cellular-sites/
http://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2014/03/cities-reluctant-to-reveal-whether-theyre-using-fake-cell-tower-devices/

e A military radar station disguised as farm buildings. Yes, this doesn'’t fit the pattern of
urban camouflage, but it’s still cool.
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