Why does the mouse cursor jump a few pixels if you click
on the very bottom row of pixels on the taskbar?
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ABCDSchuetze discovered that if you click on the very bottom row of pixels of the taskbar,
the mouse cursor jumps up a few pixels. Why is that?

In order to take advantage of Fitts’s Law, the bottom-most row of pixels on a bottom-docked
taskbar are clickable. Even though they are technically on the dead border of the window, the
taskbar redirects the click to the button immediately above the border. But then you have this
problem:

e User clicks on the border pixel between the button and the edge of the screen.

e The taskbar remaps the click to the button, thereby activating the button.

e The button takes capture because that’s what buttons do when you click on them. This
allows you to drag off the button to cancel the click.

e But wait: Since the mouse is on the border, it is already outside the button.

e Result: The button cancels immediately.

The short version: Clicking on the Fitts’s edge causes the button to be pressed and then
immediately canceled.

The fix is to nudge the mouse back inside the button when the click begins.
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