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How does Explorer calculate the folder size information
in the folder tooltip?

devblogs.microsoft.com/oldnewthing/20120503-00

Raymond Chen

This information is accurate as of Windows 7; the algorithm may change for future versions

of Windows. The information is being provided for the edification of computer network

administrators, who are curious about random stuff like this since it can affect their network

load. When you hover over a folder, Explorer shows an infotip (a special type of tooltip)

which contains information about the directory, and the information that concerns network

administrators is the “Size”. How does Explorer calculate the size? Explorer calculates the

size by performing a naïve recursive listing of the directory and adding up the sizes of all the

files it finds. If the enumeration takes longer than three seconds, then Explorer gives up after

three seconds and reports the size as “larger than X” where X was the size it managed to

calculate so far.

If you don’t want Explorer to do this calculation, you can disable it from the Folder Options

control panel by unchecking the box labeled Display file size information in folder tips.
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